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| FORGETTING RELIGION.

The Federal Council of Churches in
'America some time ago appointed a
committee “on marriage and the home,”
'which has now submitted a report'
favoring “careful and restrained” use of
contraceptive devices to regulate the
size of families. The committee seems |
to have a serious struggle with itself in |
adhering to Christian doctrine while at
the-same time indulging in amateurish
excursions into the fields of economics,
legislation, medicine, and sociology. The
resulting report is a mixture of religious |
obscurantism and modernistic material-
ism which departs from the ancient
standards of religion and yet fails to
blaze a path toward something better.

The mischief that would result from
an attempt to place the stamp of church
approval upon any scheme for “regu-
lating the sizes of families” is evidently
quite beyond the comprehension of this |
pseudo-scientific committee. It is im-
possible to reconcile the doctrine of the
divine institution of marriage with any
'modernistic plan for the mechanical
regulation or suppression of human
| birth. The church must either reject
‘the plain teachings of the Bible or reject
schemes for the “scientific” production
of human souls. Carried to its logical
conclusion, the committee’s report if
carried into effect would sound the!
death-knell of marriage as a holy insti-
tution, by establishing degrading prac-
tices which would encourage indiserimi- |
nate immorality. The suggestion that
the use of legalized contraceptives

would be “‘careful and restrained” is|
preposterous.

It is the misfortune of the churches
that they are tod often misused by:
visionaries for the promotion of ‘‘re-
forms" in fields foreign to religion. The

departures'from Christian teachings arc
astounding in many cases, leaving the
beholder aghast at the willingness of
some churches to discard the ancient in-
junction to teach “Christ and Him cruci-
fied.” If the churches. are to become

anizations for political and “scien.
tific” propaganda they should be honest
and reject the Bible, scoff at Christ as
an obsolete and unscientific teacher, and
strike out boldly as champions of poli-

tics and science as modern substitutes
for the old-time religion.




The Washington Post (1877-1954); Mar 22, 1931

Curley Calls Bi:; 'h Control
~ Stand ‘Moral Viankruptcy’

Archbishop Is Joined by Lutheran Leaders in Oppos-
fng Church Council’s View; Others See World
Ready for New Attitude Toward Family.

Chicago, March 21 (U.P.).—Critl-
clsm of the Federal Council of
Churches for approving birth control
was volced today by a Catholic arche-
bishop and two Lutheran leaders,
while other religious leaders, includ-
ing one Lutheran mintster, expressed
general agreement,

Archbishop MichaelJ. Curley, ‘of the
Daltimoro Archdiocess of the Catholic
Church, eoxpressing his denomina-
tion’s known position on the subject,
declared that the council's “approval

of birth control by contraceptives” is
[ ession of' morgl ‘b tey."”

The other dissenters were the Rev,
John M. Bramkamp, of Chicago, pres-
ident of the Ilinols Lutheran Synod,
and Dr, Walter A, Maler, of 8t. Louls, '
professor in the Conocordia Theologi-
cal Seminary, a Lutheran institu-
tion. 1

Dr. Maler declarcd that birth cone’
trol, "as popularly understood today
and involving the use of contracep-
tives, |s one of the moat repugnant,
of modern aberrations, representing ‘a
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twentieth century renewal of pa;cn’
bankruptey.”

“It Is reprehensible for several rea-
sons." Dr. Maler sald. “It sets aside
the divine Injunction to ‘be fruitful
and multliply' and & long list of sctTipe
tural indorsements of parenthood It
tends o degrade motherhood and
through I1ts Involved associntion with
tompanionate marriage and similar
iaxitles, to wenken marriage ties”

The Rev. Mr. Bramkamp warned
Lutheran pastors to “be very careful
of expressing Indorsement of the
council’s findings" and commented
that “the difftculty with birth control
lies In the fact that human nsture
h Feady 'o take ndvantage of every

,souphole

Dr. R Andreus Bard, pastor of St
Mark's Lutheran Church at Kansas
City, said he could sce no reason why

the intelligence Oad haa given us to
fontrol nature, which we are doingin

| ALy other wuys, should not be used

o the control of birth."

The view that the world Is ready
| L0 accept birth control and use It
properly was expressed by the Rev

Rolland W, Scholerb, pastor of the
Hyde Park Baptist Chureh, Chicago:
the Rev. Home

r Lewis Sheffer, pastor
Oof the Unitarian Church at Okla-
homa City, Oklu; the Rev. George
Glimore, of the

) ¢ Unitarian Church at
Denver. Colo, ang Margare: Sanger,
New York Crwsader,

Others who 1ndorsed the councll's
attitude Included the Rey Dr. Burris
Jenkins, Community Churen. Kansas
Clity, Mo : 1he Right Rev. Edward L.
Parsons. Californiy Episcopal diocese,

San Francisen ana Dr Traverce MHar-

rison, First Christian Chureh,
City Mo, ireh, Kanaas



